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Hiram Hunn Awards
Seven alumni� are to receive the Hiram S. 
Hunn Memorial Schools and Scholarships 
Awards, presented by the Harvard College 
Office of Admissions and 
Financial Aid, on Septem-
ber 19. The awards’ class 
of 1921 namesake recruited 
and interviewed prospec-
tive students for more than 
55 years.

James V. Baker, ’68, 
M.B.A. ’71, of Surrey, United 

Kingdom, has interviewed candidates since 
1972, primarily in the United Kingdom. He 
is also a former HAA president, president of 
the Harvard Club of the United Kingdom, 
HAA regional director for 
Europe, and 2013 recipient 
of the Harvard Medal.

William B. Fisch ’57, of 
Columbia, Missouri, is pro-
fessor emeritus of law at the 
University of Missouri and 
has been an alumni inter-
viewer since 1985. Fisch has 
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Expanding the Mind
 
The Harvard Institute for Learning in 
Retirement plans to grow.

When� retired physician Ross Neisuler 
’62, M.D. ’66, and his wife, Susan Gottse-
gen Neisuler, joined the Harvard Institute 
for Learning in Retirement (HILR) a de-
cade ago, it soon became “the centerpiece 
of our lives,” he says. “It is not only a place to 
study and teach, but a community of endur-
ing friendships, group trips abroad, music 
and art events, distinguished speakers, ac-
tivity clubs for hiking, theatricals, commit-
tees, and volunteer work. It is a way of life.”

A branch of Harvard’s Division of Con-
tinuing Education, HILR was established 
in 1977 and offers peer-to-peer teach-
ing and learning, along with year-round 
events. Long housed in shared, and some-
times cramped, classrooms at 51 Brattle 
Street, the organization will more than 
double its space this September, says 
HILR director Leoni Gordon, by moving 
into the “grand and spacious former Bun-
ting Institute,” at 34 Concord Avenue, just 
outside Harvard Square.

The 10,000-square-foot building was 
renovated by architect Graham Gund, 
M.Arch. ’68, M.A.U. ’69, in 1989, but when 
HILR signed a five-year lease, the struc-
ture had been vacant since 2009. Con-
struction during the summer was slated 
to make the building handicapped acces-
sible and create a variety of new spaces 
for HILR’s 550 members. Along with 
classrooms, a large lecture hall-cum-
performance venue, a library, and a tech-
nology center, the building has a writing 
room, art studios with skylights, a full 
kitchen, and a common room that fits up 
to 90 people for daily brown-bag lunches. 
“There is a high level of sociability here,” 
Gordon explains. “We have a very devoted 
membership, and we are a major service to 
people who live in Greater Boston and like 
to learn. It would appeal to alumni, a lot of 
whom don’t know about it.” 

HILR follows the peer-teaching model 
established in 1962 by the New School 
for Social Research’s Institute for Re-
tired Professionals, in Manhattan. The 
notion is that active people who are no 
longer devoted to full-time careers, but 
who have a wealth of knowledge and ex-
perience, may enjoy continued learning 

and teaching among 
l i k e - m i n d e d  c o l -
leagues. Such oppor-
tunities have grown 
exponentially in the 
last few decades, and 
similar programs are 
affiliated with Tufts, 
Lasell College, and 
Brandeis—but “We 
have the most aca-
demic program of this 
kind in the country,” says Gordon, who 
has led HILR for 18 years (and has worked 
at Harvard for 40). “That’s our reputation 
and it’s important to uphold that core. 
People come here to learn about every-
thing from philosophy to Shakespeare to 
quantum physics.”

Each semester HILR offers up to 70 
courses that meet once a week for two 
hours. Weekly reading is required, but 
the absence of tests, papers, and grades, 
Ross Neisuler points out, allows people to 
focus on “the fun of learning. People pur-
posely study in fields which are new and 
initially strange to them.” Recent courses 
have covered the poetry of Seamus Heaney, 
Mexican muralists, George Eliot and Mid-
dlemarch, the language of DNA, the life and 
times of Bayard Rustin, African women 
writers, and China’s twenty-first century 
transformation. (Visit http://hilr.dce.har-
vard.edu for additional offerings, or attend 
this year’s annual HILR Cobb Memorial 
Lecture, which is free and open to the pub-
lic: “The Second Machine Age: How Expo-
nential Progress with All Things Digital Is 

Changing Our Economies and Societies,” 
featuring Erik Brynjolfsson and Andrew 
McAfee, co-founders of MIT’s Initiative 
on the Digital Economy, on October 1 in 
Sanders Theatre.)

About 40 percent of HILR members 
have a Harvard affiliation (alumni, faculty, 
or staff), Gordon says, but anyone can ap-
ply. Moreover, with the expanded quarters 
come broader membership criteria: mem-
bers may now be semi-retired (instead of 
fully retired), and Gordon will add a sec-
ond-tier “associate membership” for those 
who want to try out classes and/or only 
want to attend HILR events. (Full mem-
bership is $800 and associate membership 
is $150 annually.) With controlled growth, 
Gordon adds, the expanded space can ac-
commodate 50 to 80 new members each 
year. The prospect pleases Ross Neisuler. 
“HILR certainly made me feel a lot better 
about aging,” he attests, “just by showing 
me how accomplished, stimulating, cre-
ative, and energetic people can be, many 
into their eighties and some in their nine-
ties.”� vn.p.b.

In addition to peer-led 
classes, the Harvard 
Institute for Learning 
in Retirement offers 
lectures, concerts,  
and other events.

w w w . a l u m n i . h a r v a r d . e d u

S
t

e
p

h
a

n
ie

 M
it

c
h

e
l

l
/HPAC






Harvard Magazin e      69

Reprinted from Harvard Magazine. For more information, contact Harvard Magazine, Inc. at 617-495-5746



a l u m n i 

THE ROBERT C. COBB, SR. MEMORIAL LECTURE
Sponsored by the Harvard Institute for Learning in Retirement

Erik Brynjolfsson  
& Andrew McAfee
Co-founders of MIT’s Initiative on the Digital Economy

The Second  
Machine Age
How exponential progress with  
all things digital is changing  
our economies and societies

4 pm, Wednesday, October 1, 2014 
Sanders Theatre, Memorial Hall, 1785 Cambridge Street, Cambridge

Free and open to the public. Tickets available at the Harvard Box Office.

also chaired the mid-Mis-
souri subcommittee of the 
St. Louis Harvard Club’s 
schools committee since 
2006.

Vivian Lee ’81, of Los 
Altos, California, served 
as chair of the New York 
City schools and scholar-
ships committee from 1989 to 2000, and as 
co-president of the Harvard Club of Silicon 
Valley from 2008 to 2009.

Randall A. Mackey, M.B.A. ’70, of Salt 
Lake City, is a former president of the Har-
vard Alumni Association of Utah, and has 
been a director there since 1987. Since 1995, 
he has served as chair of the 
Utah schools and scholar-
ship committee.

Julie Gage Palmer ’84, of 
Deerfield, Illinois, has been 
an alumni interviewer since 
1985. In 2006 she joined the 
Harvard Club of Chicago’s 
board of directors, where 
she coordinates a program that pairs alumni 
with local schools that now include more 

than 130 members. Palm-
er is also co-chair of the 
Chicago area schools and 
scholarships committee.

E. Douglas Richards 
’80, of Lexington, Ken-
tucky, was both inter-
viewer for and chair of 
the local Harvard club’s 
schools 

and scholarships com-
mittee for many years, 
and oversaw an expand-
ing pool of applicants from 
the region.

Betsy K. Wanger ’85, of 
Washington, D.C., has in-
terviewed candidates in 
Washington, D.C., since 
the late 1980s, served as 
area co-chair for the local 
club’s schools and schol-
arships committee, and 
coordinates the Harvard 
Prize Book awards for high 
schools in the greater D.C. 
area.

 HAA Awards
Established� in 1990, the Harvard Alum-
ni Association (HAA) Awards recognize 
outstanding service to the University. This 
year’s awards are scheduled to be presented 
on September 18 during the HAA board of 
directors’ fall meeting.

Robert R. Bowie Jr. ’73 
of Monkton, Maryland, has 
dedicated countless hours 
to Harvard across nearly 
four decades, starting with 
his work as an alumni inter-
viewer for his local Harvard 
club. A former HAA presi-
dent, Bowie has also led the 
national schools and scholarships commit-
tee, and co-founded the HAA’s Early Col-
lege Awareness program for 
middle-school students. In 
2009, he received the Hiram 
S. Hunn Memorial Schools 
and Scholarships Award 
for his more than 30 years 
of service as an interviewer.

Marilyn J. Holifield, J.D. 
’72, of Miami, helped initi-
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